
Recommendations from the scrutiny committees concerning the It’s Our County alternative 
budget proposals

Recommendations from Adults and Wellbeing Scrutiny: 

1. The committee recommended an amendment to section 5.3 (p.16) of the alternative budget 
to include ‘wider areas, including parishes’ after the reference to market towns.

2. With reference to the alternative budget proposals for the council to own its own housing 
stock the committee recommended that this be removed.  Due to legislation permitting right 
to buy after three years of ownership this proposal would be unsustainable. 

3. The committee has welcomed the emphasis on prevention for adults and the wider 
additional detail offered by ‘It’s Our County’. The committee recommends that ‘It’s Our 
County’ updates the alternative budget to present this additional evidence. 

4. The committee notes the lack of funding identified for beyond 2019/20 in the alternative 
budget.  The committee, therefore, recommends that this short term funding arrangement 
creates significant difficulties in determining the outcomes that can be delivered. 

Recommendations from Children’s and Young People Scrutiny Committee

1. The committee notes the cabinet members welcoming of the ideas coming forward in the 
alternative budget and the commitment to exploring these ideas further with officers.

2. The committee welcomes the emphasis on the family centred approach to supporting 
vulnerable children and families.  The committee recommends that the ‘It’s Our County’ 
group updates the alternative budget to present additional evidence relating to the family 
centred approach.

3. However, the committee has some concern over the short term nature of the funding, which 
does not extend beyond 2019/20.

Recommendation from General Scrutiny:

1. This committee notes the recommendations from the Children’s and Adults scrutiny 
committees.

2. The committee welcomes the progressive procurement proposals set out in the alternative 
budget noted in the alternative budget.

3. The committee notes the proposals in 4.13 and recommends that additional neighbouring 
local authorities are considered, namely Shropshire and Telford and Wrekin.

4. The committee would welcome added clarity from ‘It’s Our County’ in connection to the 
alternative budget by naming the existing council plans that it is aligned to.  Namely, the- 
local transport plans, the carbon reduction plan, SMOTs and local flood management.

5. The committee would welcome added clarity from ‘It’s Our County’ in defining the activities 
associated with some of the investment proposals, where they are able to do so, to provide 
confidence that they represent value for money.



6. The committee recommends that IOC welcomes the suggestion to invite parish councils to 
engage in a debate around how local priorities and spend are set.  And, that ‘It’s Our County’ 
note the offer to utilise the parish summits as a mechanism for doing this.

7. The committee shares the concerns of the other scrutiny committees over the short term 
nature of the funding which does not extend beyond 2019/20.  This presents difficulties in 
determining, with certainty, the outcomes that can be delivered.


